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Full return – The key messages 

 The prevalence of coronavirus has decreased. 

 The NHS Test and Trace system is up and running. 

 Clarity about the measures that need to be in place to create safer 

environments within education settings. 

 Time out of an education setting is detrimental to cognitive,  

academic and health development, esp. for disadvantaged CYP. 

 The risk to children and young people themselves of becoming 

severely ill from coronavirus is very low. 

 All CYP, in all year groups and setting types, are expected to 

return to education settings, full time, from beginning of the 

autumn term.  
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Guidance for full opening: special schools 

and other specialist settings 

Guidance for full 

opening - schools  



Guidance for all schools, including special and 

other specialist settings  

5 key sections: 

1. Public health advice to minimise coronavirus risks  

2. School operations  

3. Curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support  

4. Assessment and accountability  

5. Contingency planning for outbreaks 
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Guidance for full opening: special 

schools and other specialist settings 
Guidance for full 

opening - schools  



 There cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach where the 

system of controls describes every scenario.  

 The system of controls provides a set of principles to help 

minimise risks. 

 Education setting leaders best placed to understand the 

needs of their settings and communities, and to make 

informed judgements about how to balance delivery of a 

broad and balanced curriculum with measures needed to 

manage risk.  

 Settings, trusts and LAs should work closely with parents, 

staff and unions to agree the best approaches for their 

circumstances.  
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The PHE endorsed system of controls 

Guidance for full opening: special schools 

and other specialist settings 



System of control – (a) Prevention 

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring 

that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have 

someone in their household who does, do not attend a setting. 

2. Clean hands thoroughly, more often than usual.  

3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, 

bin it, kill it’ approach. 

4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently 

touched surfaces often, using standard products such as 

detergents and bleach.  

5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social 

distancing wherever possible. 

6. Where necessary, wear appropriate PPE.  
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and other specialist settings 



System of control – (b) Response to any 

infection 

7.   Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 

8.   Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus amongst     

      the setting’s community.  

9.  Contain any outbreak by following local health  

      protection team advice. 
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and other specialist settings 



‘Bubbles’ - Social distancing in mainstream 

 In secondary schools, especially in KS4 and KS5, to enable 

schools to deliver the full range of curriculum subjects and 

students to receive specialist teaching, the groups are likely to 

be the size of a year group.  

 At primary school, and in KS3, schools may be able to 

implement smaller groups the size of a full class.  

 If class-sized groups are not compatible with offering a full 

range of subjects or managing the practical logistics in school, 

then look to implement year group sized ‘bubbles’.  

 Some schools may keep children in their class groups for the 

majority of the classroom time, but also allow mixing into wider 

groups for specialist teaching, wraparound care and transport.  
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‘Bubbles’ - Social distancing in special settings 

 Maintaining distance or forming bubbles could be particularly 

difficult, particularly given the need for staff to administer care 

support and provide therapies to the CYP attending.  

 Average number of pupils or students attending a special school 

or SPI is much lower than in a mainstream school; this in itself 

will help to limit the number of contacts for any individual. 

 Factors to consider 

o How to group children  

o Measures within the classroom 

o Measures elsewhere  

o Measures for arriving at and leaving the setting  

o Other considerations 
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Guidance for full opening: special schools 

and other specialist settings 



Specialist workers in specialist settings 

 Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support 

staff for pupils with SEND should provide 

interventions as usual.   

 Supply teachers, peripatetic teachers and/or other 

temporary staff can move between settings.  

 They should ensure they minimise contact and 

maintain as much distance as possible from other 

staff. 
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Guidance for full opening: special schools 

and other specialist settings 



 
COVID-19 restoration of community health 

services for CYP  
 

 SEND community services must be prioritised for CYP 0–

25 with an EHCP in place or going through an EHC 

assessment.  

 CCG, providers and LAs to work together to risk assess 

CYP.  

 Key SEND services are:  

o Therapies: speech and language therapy; OT; physio  

o Community paediatrics: community children’s nursing; 

special school nursing  

 Providers must work with their DCO and/ or DMO.  
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COVID-19 restoration of community health services for 

CYP: second phase of NHS response (3 June 2020) 



Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating 

 Shielding due to pause on 1 August. 

 Children, and staff, who have been shielding expected to go 

back to school.  

 Children will only be removed from the shielded patient list by 

their GP or specialist doctor following consultation with the 

child and their family over the summer. 

 Pupils who are self-isolating - (a) have symptoms, or (b) have 

had a positive test, or (c) are close to someone who has 

covid-19 - will not be expected to attend. 

 Settings should not seek evidence from families or ask 

families to seek evidence from doctors to establish that a 

child is not clinically vulnerable.  
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and other specialist settings 



The education of self-isolating pupils 

 
 Where a class, group or small number of pupils need 

to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring 

pupils to remain at home, schools are expected to 

have the capacity to offer immediate remote 

education.  

 Schools are expected to consider how to continue to 

improve the quality of their existing offer and have a 

strong contingency plan in place for remote education 

provision by the end of September. 
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Risk assessments for CYP with EHC plans 

 Risk assessments may prove useful now, and over the autumn 

term, in identifying what additional support CYP with EHC plans 

need to make a successful return to full education.  

 Risk assessments may also prove useful if CYP have to self-

isolate, or if a local outbreak of coronavirus requires a setting 

to return to more limited attendance, or temporarily close. 

 Whether individual risk assessments are used to help plan for 

the autumn term or not, education settings should involve 

parents in planning for their child’s return to school from 

September.  

 Settings should also contact and involve young people over 16 

who have EHC plans. 
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Use of PPE 

 The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE 

beyond what they would normally need for their work.  

 PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases, such as: 

o where an individual child or young person becomes ill with 

coronavirus symptoms while at school, and only then if a 

distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained; 

o where a child or young person already has routine intimate 

care needs that involves the use of PPE, in which case the 

same PPE should continue to be used. 

 When working with children and young people who cough, spit 

or vomit but do not have coronavirus symptoms, only any PPE 

that would be routinely worn, should be worn. 
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Curriculum planning - broad and balanced 

 All schools should teach a broad and balanced curriculum 

from 5 to 16, including English and mathematics.  

 Teachers should assess what pupils have forgotten and 

missed out on since lockdown, and prioritise their teaching to 

support catch-up in reading, writing and maths.  

 However, a curriculum mainly focussing on English and 

maths is not good enough.    

 Exceptionally, schools may suspend some subjects for some 

pupils – (a) in the best interests of pupils, (b) subject to 

discussion with parents during autumn term, and (c) a plan in 

place to return to the normal curriculum by summer term 

2021 (Note – full attendance from Sept 2020 is still required)  
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Catch up support 

 £650m to ensure pupils have the chance to catch up - a one-off 

grant to all state-funded primary, secondary and special schools 

in the 20-21 academic year.  

 Headteachers to decide how the money is spent. 

 EEF: guidance on effective interventions to support schools.  

 For pupils with complex needs, settings to spend this funding on 

catch up support to address individual needs, inc. SaLT, travel 

training, EP time, or other small group/ individual interventions.  

 Information about distribution of funding to settings due shortly. 

 Also a £350m National Tutoring Programme to deliver tuition to 

the most disadvantaged and vulnerable young people. 
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and other specialist settings 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
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Behaviour expectations 

 Some pupils will return to school having been exposed to a 

range of adversity and trauma - this may lead to an increase 

in social, emotional and mental health concerns. 

 Some children, e.g. children with SEND or those with a social 

worker, will need additional support and access to services 

such as EPs, social workers, and counsellors.  

 Schools need to work with local services, such as health and 

LA, to ensure the services and support are in place to ensure 

a smooth return to schools for pupils.  

 The disciplinary powers that schools currently have, including 

exclusion, remain in place.  

 Permanent exclusion should only be used as a last resort. 
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Extending provision set out in an EHC plan 

 No CYP is expected to need to repeat a year of educational 

provision as a result of the coronavirus outbreak.  

 This also applies to those with EHC plans – it is not anticipated 

that YP will need to remain in education any longer than 

originally set out in their plan.  

 In a few cases, it may be appropriate for a CYP to extend their 

current educational provision or have their EHC plan extended, 

perhaps for an individualised programme for a term or ½ term.  

 In all circumstances, this would need to be decided by the LA, 

following a review of the CYP’s needs and EHC plan.  

 School funding regulations do not allow for those over 19s to 

remain in a school, unless given exceptional approval by SoS.  
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and other specialist settings 



Dedicated transport – working together 

 Different forms –  

o coaches regularly picking up the same pupils each day;  

o use of a minibus and taxis. 

 Imperative that schools work closely with LAs that have 

statutory responsibility for ‘home to school transport’.  

 Children who present behaviours such as biting, licking, 

kissing or spitting, or who require close hands-on contact: 

since these children do not have symptoms, the risk of the 

virus being transmitted is very low and PPE is not required. 

 DfE will shortly publish new guidance to LAs on providing 

dedicated school transport. 
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Wider issues 

 Temporary legislative changes 

 Covid-19 LA SEND Service Data Collection 

 Transition – post-16 

 Local area inspections 
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Temporary legislative changes 

 After July, the national notices to modify section 42 of the 

2014 Act will not be renewed. 

 Once the notice expires or is cancelled, LAs and health 

commissioning bodies would in all cases need to secure 

or arrange the full range of provision, as specified in the 

EHC plan. 

 DfE to keep under review whether any such flexibilities 

may be required locally to respond to outbreaks. 

 The modifications to the Regulations which provide most 

of the statutory timescales for EHC needs assessments 

and plan processes remain in place until 25 September. 
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EHC needs assessments and plans: guidance on 

temporary legislative changes relating to coronavirus 



Covid-19 LA SEND Service Data Collection 

 Monthly survey, starting in July. 

 Aims to track current and forthcoming pressures in LA SEND 

teams, to make informed judgments about the temporary 

legislative changes, and to provide support where needed. 

 Has been trialled in 4 LAs. 

 Questions about current caseworker and EP capacity, level 

of new referrals, and application of covid exception to 

assessment timescales. 

 Need for the survey, and its content, to be kept under review. 

 First survey due for completion by Friday 17 July. 
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Transition – post-16 

 LAs must have issued final EHC plans in line with 31 

March timescales.  

 Some evidence that not all final EHC plans yet issued 

with name of setting and therefore some FE colleges 

may not yet know who is likely to attend and what the 

funding arrangements will be. 

 Essential for all LAs to complete urgently so that 

preparations for September can be finalised. 
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Local area inspections 

 Autumn Term - Ofsted and CQC to visit local areas to help 

improve their SEND systems following COVID-19 disruption. 

 Visits are not inspections; will give insights into how the SEND 

system is working from the autumn term. 

 A new inspection framework, once current cycle completed:  

o a continuous cycle of inspections 

o sharper inspection focus on the experience of CYP with 

SEND and their families  

o greater prominence of the quality, integration and 

commissioning of education, health and care services for 

CYP with SEND.  

 

 
26 



Key Guidance Documents 

 Guidance for full opening - schools  

 Guidance for full opening: special schools and other 

specialist settings  

 Guidance for further education and skills providers 

 Guidance on temporary changes to SEND legislation 

during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 

 COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting 

people defined on medical grounds as extremely 

vulnerable 
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Final tips 

 Read the various guidance documents 

 Keep SEND staff and other front line SEND staff updated 

 Publish up-to-date information on the local offer – co-

produce with PCF 

 Finalise September transfers 

 Communicate with parents and young people 

 Regular updates with special schools from 1 Sept 

 Regular updates with SENCOs from 1 Sept 

 Maintain high expectations about return to school 

 Embed the positive learning practices from lockdown……. 
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Contingency planning for outbreaks 

 If a local area sees a spike in infection rates that is resulting in 

localised community spread, appropriate authorities, inc. DfE,  

will decide which measures to implement.  

 In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team 

or LA may advise a setting or number of settings to close 

temporarily to help control transmission.  

 For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote 

education plans should be in place.  

 Settings will also need a contingency plan for this eventuality. 

This may involve a return to remaining open only for vulnerable 

children and the children of critical workers, and providing 

remote education for all other pupils. 

 

32 

Guidance for full opening: special schools 

and other specialist settings 



Local lockdowns/ The Leicester situation 

 In light of the local outbreak of coronavirus in Leicester, people 

have been asked to stay at home as much as they can, and to 

avoid all but essential travel. 

 Educational and early years settings to remain open only for 

priority groups - CYP who are vulnerable, and the children of 

critical workers who absolutely need to attend. 

 Early years providers, schools, colleges, LAs and trusts should 

work together to ensure that settings are supported to stay open 

for priority groups.  

 Leicester and Leicestershire LAs are responsible for working 

with education settings (inc. academies and the independent 

sector) to support early years providers, schools and colleges to 

ensure that there are enough places for priority groups. 
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Exams - Letter from SoS to Ofqual (2 July) 

 Students due to sit exams and assessments in the next 

academic year should be enabled to progress successfully to 

the next stage of education or employment.  

 Every effort should be made to maintain the standards and 

rigour of the qualifications/ 

 Vocational and technical qualifications (VTQ) landscape is 

complex, with greater diversity of content and assessment type, 

delivery, timing and providers. I would welcome advice and 

proposals from you on the measures that you and awarding 

organisations can take in relation to VTQs, to mitigate the 

impact of disruption in vocational and technical education 

34 



Short breaks  

 Providers are permitted to open for disabled children who are 

accessing these services as a LA funded short break, and 

ensuring that provision is available and accessible to these 

children, as far as possible, should be remain a priority in these 

current circumstances. 

 LAs will need to work with their short breaks provider base to 

explore maximum flexibility in delivery to enable children to 

attend services (and to ensure that these can operate during the 

summer holidays in particular, given this can be a key pressure 

point for families with caring responsibilities); for example, some 

LAs have made more use of direct payments beyond their usual 

criteria. 
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Protective measures for out-of-school settings during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 



Early years settings 

 Particular care will be needed in supporting children with SEND to 

return to their settings. Re-adjustment to the routines in a setting may 

prove more challenging for some children with SEND than others,  

 Settings should be alert to the fact that there may be children with 

additional or worsened social emotional and mental health needs as a 

result of coronavirus (COVID-19), and that there may also be children 

who have fallen further behind their peers as a result of time out of 

childcare settings, or missed diagnosis as a result of a period of 

absence. 

 Settings will need to ensure they have the staffing needed to support 

children with SEND at safe ratios and that they have a member of staff 

designated as a SENCO, interim SENCO or a named individual with 

oversight of SEN provision for children with SEND. 
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Actions for early years and childcare 

providers during the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak 



Further education 

 Young people with EHC plans in colleges and other providers 

should go back to college and other providers, and where 

medical advice suggests they are not clinically extremely 

vulnerable to coronavirus. 

 For those with EHC plans, providers and LAs should assure 

themselves that risk assessments remain current.  

 The increase in attendance for those with EHC plans in eligible 

cohorts may be gradual and take place over a period of time if 

necessary to do so to ensure their safety and wellbeing. 

 Special post-16 institutions to work towards a phased return of 

as many YP as can be safely catered for in their setting.  

 This should be done without specific regard to year groups or 

proportions of learners. 
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What FE colleges and providers will need to 

do from the start of the 2020 autumn term  



Extending provision in a school setting for those 

aged 19 and over 

 School funding regulations do not allow for those aged 

over 19 to remain in a school setting, unless given 

exceptional approval by the SoS.   

 In the exceptional circumstances that a LA decides that a 

young person would be best served by remaining in a 

school setting after they have turned 19 years of age, the 

LA must apply for a relaxation of the normal rules for 

continuing financial support to schools of all kinds for 

students aged 19 and over, under the established ESFA 

process.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-16-schools-funding-local-authority-guidance-for-2020-to-2021
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Supported internships 

 Where the core aim of a student’s supported internship has not 

been met due to the impact of coronavirus, students will be able 

to complete their internship in the next academic year.  

 Each student should be assessed to determine the necessary 

duration of this extension, and an appropriate planned number 

of hours agreed.  

 Supported internship providers will need to enrol the young 

person onto a new study programme 

 It is not envisaged that all students will require a further full year 

programme. 

 The new study programme will be funded through the usual 

funding routes.  
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Guidance for further education 

and skills providers 



Split placements 

 Where a child or young person routinely attends more than one 

setting on a part time basis, e.g. they are dual registered at a 

mainstream school and a special setting, the settings should 

work through the system of controls collaboratively, enabling 

them to:  

(a) address any risks identified and  

(b) jointly deliver a broad and balanced curriculum for the child 

or young person.  

 Pupils should be able to continue attending both settings. 
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Summer support 

 From 04 July, we are encouraging the opening up of out of 

school settings and youth work so that there are activities and 

support for children and young people over the summer.  

 We are providing £9m through our Holiday Activities and Food 

programme.  There are 10 programmes operating across 17 LA 

areas.   

 We are also providing support for those eligible for benefited 

related free school meals through our Covid Summer Food 

Fund. 
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Children who spit 
 Some pupils with complex needs will struggle to maintain as 

good respiratory hygiene as their peers, for example those who 

spit uncontrollably or use saliva as a sensory stimulant. This 

should be considered in risk assessments in order to support 

these pupils and the staff working with them and is not a reason 

to deny these pupils face to face education. 

 When working with CYP who cough, spit or vomit but do not 

have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, only any PPE that 

would be routinely worn, should be worn. 

 Staff working with CYP who spit uncontrollably may want more 

opportunities to wash their hands than other staff, or, CYP who 

use saliva as a sensory stimulant or who struggle with ‘catch it, 

bin it, kill it’ may need more opportunities to wash their hands 

than CYP who do not.  
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Curriculum planning – Key principles 

• Education is not optional: all pupils receive a high-quality 

education that promotes their development and prepares 

them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 

of later life. 

• The curriculum remains broad and ambitious: all pupils 

continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining 

their choices for further study and employment. 

• Remote education, where needed, is high quality and 

aligns as closely as possible with in-school provision: 

schools and other settings continue to build their capability 

to educate pupils remotely, where this is needed.   
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Equipment and resources 

 For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as 

pencils and pens, it is recommended that staff and pupils 

have their own items that are not shared.  

 Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can 

be used and shared within the bubble; these should be 

cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces.  

 Resources shared between classes or bubbles, e.g.. sports, 

art and science equipment, should be cleaned frequently and 

meticulously between bubbles, or left unused for 48 hours 

(72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles.   

 Outdoor playground equipment should be more frequently 

cleaned.  
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Specialist workers in specialist settings - 

Equipment and resources 

 Settings to make an assessment of the cleanability of 

equipment used in the delivery of therapies to determine 

whether this equipment can withstand cleaning and 

disinfection between each use. Where this is not possible, 

resources will have to be restricted to one user, or be left 

unused for the required period between use by different 

individuals.   
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Teachers who teach multiple classes 

 All teachers and other staff can operate across 

different classes and year groups in order to facilitate 

the delivery of the school timetable.   

 Where staff need to move between classes and year 

groups, they should try and keep their distance from 

pupils and other staff as much as they can, ideally 2 

metres from other adults. 

 This is not likely to be possible with younger children; 

teachers in primary schools can still work across 

groups if needed to enable a full educational offer.  
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Staff who are clinically vulnerable or 

extremely clinically vulnerable 

 Most staff expected to return to the workplace, although those in 

the most at risk categories should take particular care as 

community transmission rates fall.  

 Individuals who were considered to be clinically extremely 

vulnerable and received a letter advising them to shield can 

return to work from 1 August.  

 Education leaders should be flexible in how these staff are 

deployed to enable them to work remotely where possible or in 

roles in settings where it’s possible to maintain social distancing.  

 People who live with those who are clinically extremely 

vulnerable or clinically vulnerable can attend the workplace. 
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Ofsted – School visits  

 Ofsted has announced a programme of ‘visits’, not inspections, 

that aim to reassure parents, ministers and the public about how 

schools and colleges are managing the return to full education 

of their pupils and students.  

 The visits will not be graded.  

 The outcomes of the discussions with school and college 

leaders will be published in a brief letter.  

 The visits will be piloted with volunteer schools and colleges 

from September.  

 Visits will be made to regulated nurseries and childminders to 

monitor progress and regulatory standards. 

 A return to full education inspection is planned for January 2021, 

but this date will be kept under review. 
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SEND Single Route of Redress 

 National trial extended to the 31st August 2021.  

 A grant of up to £4,000 per case can be awarded for 

trial activities under the national trial. This grant is to 

reimburse the reasonable endeavours of LAs and 

health commissioning bodies. 

 Updated expense claim resources and guidance on 

the online toolkit.  

 LAs must submit all expense claims within 3 months 

of the appeal conclusion.  
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